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I love to find out from other crocheters 
what their favorite part of the crafting 
process is.  It seems we all enjoy 
crochet as a whole, but for every 
individual there is a certain point of a 
project that hits their warm, fuzzy spot 
of happiness.  My personal happy 
moment comes when my design is all 
planned out and I’m sitting there with 
the yarn in a slip knot around my hook.  
Starting the project for me is always 
most exciting; it’s like being at the top 
of a roller coaster waiting for it to drop.  
You know there is a personal, little 
adventure ahead of you!  

The dreamers get a thrill from 
designing, sketching, and drooling over 
yarn.  The worker-bees can’t wait to 
get stitching and will happily hum along 
row after row.  And the finishers are 
eager to weave in the last end, block, 
and proudly wear their new treasure.  
Whether your sweet spot is yarn 
shopping, stitch selection, or seeing 
your efforts manifested into a gorgeous 
new sweater, we can all agree that 
certain color combos make us swoon.

Choosing yarn colors for projects 
comes naturally to some, but for others 
it can be a more daunting task.  Color 
theory is an intricate subject in its own 
right, however, some of the elementary 
principals of the concept can serve 
as a resourceful jumping-off point for 
picking out your next project’s color 
scheme.  



A monochromatic color scheme 
uses a singular hue in variations 
of saturation ranging from the 
lightest to the deepest saturation 
of the color.  When you structure 
a monochromatic color scheme 
from the lightest to the darkest (or 
vice versa) saturation level you 
can create a trendy gradient effect.  
While monochromatic looks are a 
gorgeous staple in yarn selection, 
using multiple colors is where the 
real fun begins.

An easy way to spark some color 
inspiration is to look at your yarn 
swatches as if they were part of 
the color wheel.  An analogous 
color scheme uses colors that are 
adjacent on the wheel.  This offers 
a similar feel to a monochromatic 
scheme but with more interest.  
Analogous schemes are safe and 
universally pleasing to the eye, 
making them good choices for 
gift giving with lots of depth, but 
not stepping too far into “personal 
taste” territory.  This Festival Fancy 
Vintage Top by Kimberly McAlindin 
is a great example of an analogous 
color scheme.  

Complementary schemes feature 
two colors that sit opposite of each 
other on the color wheel.  Using such 
a scheme will add a high amount of 
contrast to a garment for individuals 
who desire a double dose of colors 
that equally pop, like in this trendy 
Neon Top from Linda Skuja.  

http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/festival-fancy-vintage-top
http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/festival-fancy-vintage-top
http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/neon-top


Split complementary schemes use a 
color and the two adjacent colors of 
its complementary partner.  This color 
scheme is perfect for adding a less 
stark contrast than a complementary 
relationship but without losing any 
visual interest.

When in doubt about color pairings, 
turn to the world around you.  Mother 
Nature knows what she’s doing!  Find 
inspiration in your favorite flowers, 
animals, and landscapes. 

It may seem hippy-dippy to choose 
colors based on a little wet leaf you 
found on your windshield (maybe, just 
maybe I have done this) but it could 
turn out to be a stunning color combo 
you wouldn’t have tried before.  

It is in those “I haven’t tried this 
before” moments that color magic 
is made.  Play with color trends that 
are out of your comfort zone.  If you 
naturally gravitate toward a neutral 
like grey, pair it with a bright neon 
hue for a surprising effect.  
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If your favorite color is royal blue, dive 
deeper in and choose a sultry sapphire 
blue to take advantage of 2015’s on-trend 
jewel tones.  Remember that colors each 
have a personality.  Choosing harmonious 
combinations is one facet, and matching the 
statement of the color to the garment you’re 
stitching is another.  A lacy sundress will evoke 
cheer and optimism in buttery yellow.  Fiery 
red is assertive for crafting statement pieces.  
Grassy green will look peaceful in a soft 
cardigan.  

Use tools like good ol’ Pinterest to search for 
new combinations featuring your go-to favorite 
color.  You’ll be amazed at the creative and 
inspiring schemes that pop up for a simple 
color palette search.  Okay, okay… that may 
feel like cheating but I won’t tell.  Don’t forget: 
striping patterns, color-blocking, and tapestry 
techniques are all great ways to show off your 
venturesome color selections.  It’s time to 
shake up your collection, go ahead and buy 
that lime green yarn you’ve had your eye on…
you’re brave enough to find it the perfect color 
partner now! 


