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Cropped Sweaters



Chunky Doc Marten boots.  A flannel 
shirt around your waist. Destroyed 
denim. A black t-shirt. Are the 
dissonant harmonies of Nirvana on 
loop in your head yet?  Because just 
as you always wished for…the 90s 
and grunge are back!  

This means good news for any plaid 
lingering in your closet.  I grew up in 
the 90s and while my mother was 
determined to keep me dressed as a 
sweet little girl, I distinctly remember 
the oh-so-cool-it’s-practically-careless 
air of 90s grunge fashion.  Mom was 
on board with me wearing plenty of 
floral prints and denim, but I somehow 
could never persuade her to let me go 
to school wearing a plaid mini skirt and 
combat boots.

A staple in grunge fashion was any 
top that got the cropped treatment, as 
long as it was worn with an apathetic 
attitude.  However, since the 90s are 
just visiting this millennia for now, 
it’s wise to use the versatility of the 
cropped top to our advantage and 
make more intentional pairings.  So 
let’s not go completely Courtney Love 
with this trend, but rather channel 
some inspiration into more streamlined 
and contemporary looks.  

Grunge’s love of anything cropped 
translates well into the current trend of 
slightly oversized, cropped sweaters.  

If we borrow the idea of shorter lengths 
and lots of layers, and remove some 
of the grit associated with grunge, 
we’re left with a look that’s versatile 
for any age, body, and walk of life.  
No dirty hair and chipped nail polish 
required, but dark bold lip colors are 
encouraged for the brave.

The circular skater skirt is a go-to, 
90s-inspired favorite for a cropped 
sweater.  It’s youthful, playful, and 
keeps an outfit in the realm of girly 
(extra points if you can score one of 
these skirts in a wispy floral print).  
Marry your cropped sweater to 
some leggings and finish the look off 
with ankle boots and chunky socks 
for ultimate comfort that’s perfect 
for lounging, running errands, and 
meeting friends for coffee.  

Are you headed to the office?  Bring 
your cropped sweater into the 21st 
century with a button-up blouse 
underneath, tailored cigarette pants, and 
pumps.  Layers are truly the key here, 
especially for fall and winter.  Whatever 
you choose to mix your cropped 
sweater with, it’s sure to be a win.  A 
comfy, effortless, and stylish win.  

Now what does this all mean for 
your crochet hook?  Knits seem to 
dominate the space when it comes 
to well-draped sweaters, but I think 
it’s time for crochet to take a piece of 
the pie.  



Look for crochet sweater patterns that 
use positive ease or select to go up a 
size when you’re stitching.  Patterns 
that have easy repeats could be 
modified for a slightly shorter length to 
achieve your cropped look.  

Select lighter weight yarns such as 
Knit Picks Comfy Fingering, Patons 
Silk Bamboo, or Cascade Yarns Ultra 
Pima Fine.  Keep in mind to select the 
correct hook size to get the desired 
draped effect.  For example, if you 
choose to work with Knit Picks Comfy 
Fingering yarn, a 3.5mm hook will fit 
the yarn but a 4.0mm or 4.5mm hook 
will help you achieve a fabric with 
more flow regardless of stitch.  A basic 
drop shoulder sweater construction 

will work up easily in your favorite 
stitch and requires minimal shaping, 
just adjust the overall length to your 
comfort level of cropping.  

A simple half double crochet would 
be beautiful, or go for a ribbed look 
by working single crochet through the 
back loops only.  A basic shell pattern 
could make a sweater into something 
truly special.  The goal is to use a 
simple stitch and to let a delicate yarn 
drape and speak for itself. 

You will get the most use out of your 
sweater by choosing a neutral color to 
allow for maximum pairings with the 
rest of your wardrobe. Janne from Joy 
of Motion is right on target with her 
design, “The Saltus Sweater”.

http://www.knitpicks.com/yarns/Comfy_Fingering_Yarn__D5420197.html
http://www.yarnspirations.com/silk-bamboo.html
http://www.yarnspirations.com/silk-bamboo.html
http://www.cascadeyarns.com/cascade-UltraPimaFine.asp
http://www.cascadeyarns.com/cascade-UltraPimaFine.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Drop_shoulder_sweater_pattern.png
http://joyofmotion.no/about-me/
http://joyofmotion.no/about-me/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/203967521/crochet-pattern-diy-sweater-womans-easy?ref=shop_home_active_9
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The pattern is available for down-
load and includes an easy-to-re-
peat shell stitch, five sizing options, 
and charts!  Her beautiful creation 
is simple, short, slightly oversized, 
and will compliment your next 90s 
grunge inspired outfit perfectly.  
Now it’s time to put on your fa-
vorite Pearl Jam record and start 
stitching!

http://https://www.facebook.com/abigailology
http://www.ravelry.com/designers/abigail-haze

